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The Publifher of the Censor is requefted, if he fees fit, to com- 
municate the following to the Publick. FREEMAN. 


T certainly does great honour to any member of the commu- 
nity to fee him intereft himfelf in its welfare, and maintain 
with a well-tempered zeal thofe forms and inftitutions by which 
the publick good is fecured : But it is a great misfortune, atten- 
dant on human nature, that when matters of civil right give rife 
to political difputes in a ftate, the men, who engige in them at 
firft upon principle, tuffer their paffions to be engaged until, at 
length in the warmth of their zeal, they lofe fight of the main 
objet which firft engaged their attention: Or it may be fome 
artful ambitious man joins the oppofition, harangues the mul- 
titude, and gets the lead, and the virtuous patriot who began it, 
afhamed of his company, retires behind the fcenes. Perfonal 
invective fucceeds, and now the granting the thing at firft con- 
tended for, will not fatisfy the complainants ; frefh claims are 
fet up, new demands are made, the breach is widened all means 
of accommodation are defeated, and, in the end, the forward 
partizan, who has thus attracted the notice of his fellow-citizens, 
becomes the object either of contempt or vindictive refentment. 
Thefe are the probable confequences of mifguided zeal, or a zeal 
exerted upon trifling occafions or upon wrong objects. 
GREAT occafions call for men of zeal and fortitude, tem- 
pered with wifdom and moderation : Such men, in cafes of real 
rievance, are moft likely to procure redrefs if the people can be 
perfuaded to liften to them. | 
Ir we recur to the Englith hiftory we thall find thefe obfervati- 
ons verified by facts ; and I am much miftaken, if our own will not 
afford us fome fimilar proofs. I fhall illuftrate my fubjec by re- 
viewing the different effcrts made in England in the reigns of 
Charles I. and James IT. in favourof liberty and the conftitution, and 
fome recent efforts of our own. The rife of the troubles in the 
reign of Charles I. are pointed out ; and the merits of the caufe 
briefly ftated by a cel-brated writer, as follows : * ‘* The duties 
* of tonnage and poundage were in Henry the fifth’s time grant- 
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* Blackfone’s Comrentcries, P. 315, 16, 
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= : “‘ ed him for life by a ftatute in the third year of his reign ; | 
a F ‘“* and again to Edward IV. for the term of his life alfo : Since | 
a | ** which time they were regularly granted to all his fucceffors for | 
— | ‘* Jife, fometimes at their firft, fometimes at other fubfequent 

~~ ‘* Parliaments until the reign of Charles I. when it was un- 

. i ** conftitutionally levied and taken for fifteen years together -; 
oe ‘© which was one of the caufes of thofe unhappy difcontents, 
—_ ** juftifiable at firft in too many inftances, but which degenerated 
a “* ‘at laft into caufelefs rebellion and murder. For as in every | 
e | ** other, fo in this particular cafe, the King (previous to the 
* ““ commencement of hoftilities) gave the nation ample fatisfac- 

; | “* tion for the errors of his former conduct by paffing an adt 
* ** whereby he renounced all power in the Crown of levying the 
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= F ** of Parliament, and alfo all power of impofition upon any mer- 


“© chandizes whatever.” 

Tur King had undoubtedly entertained very high notions of 
the royal prerogative, and had men about him who did not 
ceafe their endeavours to rivet them in his mind. The people 
were impreffed with a jealoufy of the King’s fincerity in mak- 
ing thefe conceflions and tock up arms. Anon, Cromwell a bold 
and crafty man fets himfelf at the head of the army, and by 
= if their means overturns that very conftitution, the prefervation of 
which was the firit ground of the quarrel. The Houfe of Lords 
is declared ufelefs, and the Commons are dragooned into the 
fupport of this Leader’s meafures. The King is brought to the 


** duty of tonnage and poundage without the exprefs confent 


“% block, and Cromwell is declared Protector of the Common- 
J wealth : He aflumed the government, but governed by the army. 
es | How long he could have maigtained his ground -is uncer- 
i tain: It is not probable that an obfcure commoner without 


riches himfelf, and without conneétions with the great men 
of the nation would have been long fuffered to bear the fway over 
7 them. He died opportunely for his own glory. He dared not 
affume the title of King, he therefore could not have governed 
the nation upon the old conftitution ; and it was beyond the 


compafs of his genius or perhips any other man’s to have form- 
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ed abetter. ‘The government devolved on his fon; he held . 
the reins a very little while, one and another aflumed them after 
him, but none of them could guide the ftite. The conftitu- 


f tion was broken and disjointed, and could not be healed without 
recurring to firft principles ; and General Monk had the honour 
at the head of the army (though confidering the general difpo- 
fition of the people it required little addrefs) to bring in the 
King. Thus after the lofs of 100,000 fighting men in the 
quarrel, the reftoration took place, and King Charles II. after 12 
years exile mounted the throne without terms or conditions. 

Ir may be faid that Inglafid was greatly improved in | 
trade and riches during the ulurpation ; but let it be remem- 
bered, that it had never beea at fo high a pitch of wealth as 
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it ‘was afterwards in the year 1688, during the reign of King 
James II]. The tonnage of the royal navy as well as that of the 
merchant fhips was that year according toDr. Davenant near dou- 
ble of whatit had been but twenty-two years back. Yes—But Crom- 
well maintained the nation’s glory in the eyes of the reft of 
Europe. Trwe—But was this an equivalent for the lofs of the 
conftitution ? For there was not one atom of it left : No King : 
No Houfe of Lords, and a Houfe of Commons acting under 
reftraint. If wealth and honour conftitute national happinefs, 
and we can obtain them under any form of government, we may 
afk the men who make this reply, why they fo earneftly contend 
for the prefent conftitution, while they endanger the lofs, or at 
leaft the fufpenfion of thefe bleffings in the quarrel ? 

Soon after the reftoration of King Charles, the doctrines of 
aflive obedience and non-refiftance obtained in the nation, until 
his brother and fucceffor James II. attempting under the fanétion 
of thefe doctrines to introduce popery ; the fallacy of them ap- 
peared fo glaring, and the confequences fo mifchievous, that the 
beft men in the kingdom thought it high time not only to recur 
once more to firft principles, but fo to explain and eftablith them 
as to render the Britifh form of government the pride and glory 
of the nation and the envy of our neighbours. The defign was 
conducted by the greateft and wifeft men of the nation with that 
harmony and by fuch difpaffionate meafures, that another Prince 
was feated on the throne without bloodfhed, and the conftitution 
fo afcertained that every Englifhman muft with to have this noble 
fabrick continue unimpaired to the lateft ages. 

TueEse two cafes viewed and confidered in contraft confirm 
the truth of the principle I firft laid down, that zeal and fortitude 
tempered with wifdom and moderation are the moft likely means of 
procuring a people redrefs when they labour under real grievances. 

AND now, my countrymen, can we fay that our grievances 
have been-fuch as tojuftify the violent me afures which have been 
ufed among us, or to fhew the wifdom of thofe, who led the 
people to the choice or urged them on to the execution of them ; 
by which after all, we are now in a worfe fituation,than when we firft 
began the oppofition. I blame not my countrymen in general ; 
they acted upon the beft information they had : Let thofe iléne 
anfwer for the mifchiefs brought upon us, who have by their de- 
ceitful arts and intemperate zeal procured them. It is true the 
ftamp-act was repealed after the moft flagrant acts of violence 
committed in a declared oppotition to the Britith L egiflature : 
But it fhould be remembered that this repeal had in all prob ability 

sever taken place,if a change inthe miniftry had not alfo taken place 
at this very juncture ; this gave the new minifter an op portunity 
of throwing an odium on his predeceffor, which it is natural to 
imagine he was willing enough toavail himtelf of: And yet he would 
not venture to patronize the repeal without bringing i in an act 


declaring and eftabhthing the right of Parliament to bind the 
colonies 
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colonies, which publick declaration had never before been made, 
and probably would not have been made to this day, and for a long 
time to come,had they not been roufed by this furious oppofition, te 
affzrt it. Would not moderation then and perfeverance in fome 
fteady plan of oppofition been better adapted to procure fome per- 
manent relief ? But inftead of this, even after the repeal, the 
flaming zealots did not think fit to alter their fyftem, the moft 
illiberal triumph enfued ; men in power were infulted, anniver- 
fary days were fet apart tocommemorate both the victory and 
the violent meafures by which they would be thought to have 
obtained it : Infomuch that the Parliament to convince us of our 
miftake, once more thought fitto pafs an act for laying other 
duties on the colonies, and to fhew us that they ftill maintained 
their claim of right, it was exprefily declared in the a& that the 
intention of it was to raife a revenue. Officers were appointed 
for the purpofes of this act and other purpofes of the revenue and 
ftationed in Bofton : Freth diforders arofe ; it was therefore 
judged proper to fend a fquadron of men of war and one or two 
regiments to protect them. Thefe meafures of the Britifh go- 
vernment were followed by a combination not to import cer- 
tain of the manufactures of Great-Britain, enforced by the 
moft unheard of acts of defpotifm. The act has been fince 


repea'ed in part ; but the principle upon which it was founded is: 


{till afferted and maintained, and the duty upon tea is ftill col- 
lected. The merchants in the mean time fuffered the lofs of 
one years bufinefs without effecting any good to the publick, 
and to make themfelves amends, have, it is fuppofed fince that, 
doubled their importations, there having more than fixty fail of 
veflels entered from Great-Britain at the port of Bofton only, 
within the laft nine months. The goods imported in them are 
eagerly bought up by the people; a plain demonftration both 
that the importers were forceably hindered in their bufinefs, and 
that the neceffities of the people called for freth fupplies of 
goods. The abfurdity of the meafure was now fo apparent that 
our wrongheaded politicians could no longer enforce the reftraint : 
Necefiity broke through it, and it @ied away without obtaining any 
one good end after all the hardfhip and inconvenience with which 
it was attended. I recount thefe things, my countrymen, not 
to charge you with them, but to thew you the bleffed fruits of 
the abfurd meafures of our pretended patriots, and how unequal 
thefe f{tate-menders have been to the important bufinefs they 
forced themfelves upon, and to point out the mitchiefs they have 
brought upon the community, for all which they ftand amena- 
ble at the bar of the injured publick. 





(Under tavour ot the Publick this fubyect will be purfued in ene or two fubfequent num- 
bers of the Censor, 2nd be followed by an attempt to fhew what fenfe both the king- 
dom and the colonies had at firft and continued to have for 150 years of their relation 
each to the othe-. 

ge Our Readers are defired to correct a number of gramatical errors, wi-ich efcaped not ce 

woril feme of the Papers of Sa:urday laft were printed off. 
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